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PRESS RELEASE     

February 11, 2026  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
 

Health Official Renews Call for Jamaicans to get Early 

Screening for Cancers 
 

Assistant Medical Officer of Health for the parish of St. Elizabeth, Dr. Carol 

Hamilton is renewing the call for Jamaicans to get screened early for 

cancers, reiterating that early detection saves lives. 

 

Dr. Hamilton was speaking at a World Cancer Day event at the Southfield 

Health Centre in St. Elizabeth on February 4.  

 

World Cancer Day is observed annually on February 4, to raise awareness 

about the non-communicable disease, which is the second leading 

cause of death globally. This year’s commemoration focused on the 

theme, “United by Unique”.  

 

Clients at the health centre were empowered with information about 

cancer prevention, the different types of cancers, cancer screening 

guidelines and also received free tests and services. 

 

“We will be having presentations on prostate cancer, breast cancer, 

cervical cancer, oral health and cancer, nutrition and cancer and 

physical activity and cancer” Dr. Hamilton said. 

 

Clients received free screenings and services including: papsmears, 

mammogram referrals, dental examinations, Prostate Specific Antigen 

tests and Digital Rectal Examinations, physical assessment, blood sugar 

and blood pressure checks. 

 

“Screening is important as early detection definitely saves lives and 

(persons) need to take advantage of these free screening services that 

are offered in the public health system. Cervical cancer is the second 

leading cause of cancer related deaths among the female and the 

Human Papilloma Virus is one of the main causes of cervical cancer. HPV 

vaccines are readily available in our public health system, so for boys, its 9 

to 14 years of age and for girls 9 to 26 years age, who can get the 

vaccine” Dr. Hamilton pointed out.  

(more) 

http://www.srha.gov.jm/
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The Medical Officer noted that it is imperative that persons start getting 

screened before having symptoms, adding that cancer outcomes 

improve when people seek care early.  

 

Picture 1

 
Assistant Medical Officer of Health, Dr. Carol Hamilton makes a 

presentation on the different types of cancers to clients on World Cancer 

Day. 

 

(more) 
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Picture 2

 
Some of the clients at the World Cancer Day event, participating in a 

physical activity session.  

 

 

(30) 

For more information contact:   

Corporate Communications & Public Relations Branch  

Southern Regional Health Authority 

Tel: 962-8232 

Email: latoya.laylor@srha.gov.jm 
 

Like and follow us:   
Facebook: www.facebook.com/southernregionalhealthauthority 

Instagram: https://instagram.com/southernregionalhealthJA    

Twitter: https://twitter.com/SRHAJamaica 

Youtube: Southern Regional Health Authority 

TikTok: southernregionalhealth 
 

 

http://www.srha.gov.jm/
mailto:latoya.laylor@srha.gov.jm
http://www.facebook.com/themohgovjm
https://instagram.com/southernregionalhealthJA
https://twitter.com/JaRegional

